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Question:
What is the difference between superstitions (that halacha prohibits) and certain
practices in Judaism that seem to be superstitious, such as if you leave a sefer open that

leads to forgetfulness, or drinking during an equinox etc.?

Divination and Superstitions

A series of cryptic verses in the Torah forbids the practice of idolatrous occult arts:
“There should not be found amongst you .. one who practices stick-divination (onop oowp), a
me’onein (1nyn), a diviner who interprets omens (wn) or one who practices sorcery (qwan) . .
one who inquires of [the sorceries of] ov and yideoni (v 2R 2xW), or consults [the spirits of]
the dead (onmn %% wn1).”! The verses conclude: “Be whole-hearted [simple-hearted] with

Hashem — (9°p%x 'n oy mian o°nn). 2

Being “Whole-Hearted” — Two Schools of Thought

There are two general approaches to interpreting the final mitzvah to “Be whole-hearted”.

1. One view (Rashi) conceives of the mitzvah to mean that one ought to be simple-
hearted,? and:

a. Although it might be possible to divine the future through the occult arts,*

one must avoid inquiring about the future from illegitimate sources that

are abominable to Hashem,> and not seek to outwit G-d with an attitude of
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